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inquire whether any relief may not be found to the
people of this country by the abolition or retrench-
ment of sinecure places and pensions. Upon this
proposition, however, clear as it is, the previous
question has been moved and seconded _; or, in other
words, it has been moved that this is an untimely
proposition, and that we were not at this moment in
a situation in which such a proposition ought to be
canvassed. With due respect to you, Sir, 1. believe
I only .speak the general opinjpn of this house when
I say that you worthily fill that chair, and that it
ought to be understood that you are the highest au-
thority in this house; but when I state that you are
the superior authority, I ought to correct my ex-
pression, at least in the opinion of one individual,
for the rig-lit honorable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) who
has just sat down, has told us that he is superior to
you. He stands up and boldly avows that he has
appointed a committee; the expression was a very
remarkable one, he said, u when I appointed the
committee/* It was not a slip, for the very notice
that, was taken of it tit the moment it was uttered,
called on the right honorable gentleman to retract
or qualify it, or to make some apology for having
uttered it; but he did no such thing. 1 believe he
disdained to make any apology. I should not have
taken notice of the words if I considered them as a
mere slip, but believing them to be no slip, I am
bound to take them us the genuine sentiment of the
right honorable gentleman. It is only one more
specimen of his arrogance than we have witnessed
before, and which he nnnot deny. In my humble
apprehension, tin; whole of the question will torn
upon this verv point, for the right honorable gentle*
man does not deny that there ought to l>e an inquiry
into this subject;"but ins difficulty is, that he does
not know what my honorable friend means to follow
up with the pledge which tie has proponed to tie
by his motion, but he lie thinks the pro-
per object of the motion will be attained by some-